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Mr. Woodbridge made the following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany bill H. R. 516.] 

The Committee on Public Lands, to which have been referred a certain 
“joint memorial” of the General Assembly of Alabama, and also a 
bill entitled “ An act to grant to the Tennessee and Coosa Railroad 
Company a right of way through the public lands of the United Slates 
have had Ike same under consideration, and respectfully report: 

That the 46joint memorial” aforesaid asks for a right of way, and also 
!t>r alternate sections of land, for the purpose of aiding in the construction 
of a railroad, so as to form a continued line of communication between 
the Tennessee and Coosa rivers. . It asks, also, that the same he granted 
for the use of the “ Tennessee and Coosa Railroad Companyin order 
very manifestly to render more certain the completion of the work allud* 
ed to. 

From the documents appended hereto, it would seem that the content 
plated work constitutes a link only of an extended line of communication, 
the purpose of which is to connect the Southern Atlantic States with the 
valley of the Mississippi, at or near Memphis. Assuming that the facts in 
the memorial and other documents are fairly set out, no doubt can exist, in 
the opinion of your committee, but that the completion of such a work 
promises to be of great national utility—not merely as a means of faeili= 
tating and expediting social and commercial intercourse, and the com* 
merce between the States, but, in time of war, as furnishing a safe and 
rapid means of transporting troops and all the materiel of an army. But, 
aside from such considerations, it is perhaps sufficient to say, that the policy 
of making such grants has long been established, and has repeatedly re"1 
ceived the sanction of the Senate. 

The House bill provides only for the grant of the right of way, and it 
purports to grant that right directly to what appears to be an incorporated 
company. During the last session of Congress, a bill was reported to the 
Senate, by its Committee on Public Lands, purporting to grant a right of 
way, in similar terms, to another incorporated company in another Stated 
but when it came before the Senate, for its consideration, the Senate was 
pleased to amend that bill, and direct that right of way to be granted di¬ 
rectly to the State. Respect, then, for the opinion of this body in a case, in 
this regard, quite analogous, and there expressed, might of itself be suffi- 
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cient to justify the adoption of ‘the same plan in this case. But there is 
another reason which seems to require it. The House bill, as it is now pro¬ 
posed to amend it, will purport (in aid of the object) to grant a large 
number of acres of the public domain. The “ Tennessee and Coosa Rail¬ 
road Company ” may forfeit its charter, or, from insolvency or from some 
other cause, it may be unable or indisposed to proceed in its work. If the 
grant be made directly to the State, and such an exigency should occur, 
the authority to apply the means thus granted would still continue, while, 
on the other hand, the State authorities, in the proper exercise of their dis¬ 
cretion, may, in virtue of the provisions of the bill, as it is pioposed to 
amend them, continue to vest in that company all necessary power to ap¬ 
ply those means to the object. And this form of legislation seems, also, 
more fully to accord with the views of the memorialists than that adopted 
by the House. 

For these reasons principally, your committee have proposed to amend the 
House bill by striking out all after the enacting clause, and inserting the 
form of the bill which is herewith presented. They propose also to amend 
the title of the bill, making it more fully in conformity with the scope of 
it. All which is respectfully submitted. 

Amendment 2.—Strike out the title of the bill, and insert the following: 
“ An act to grant to the State of Alabama a right of way through the 

public lands, and to apply certain alternate sections of said lands towards 
the completion of the Tennessee and Coosa Railroad, in the State of Ala¬ 
bama, and for other purposes.” 

Amendment 1.—Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert.* 
That there be, and hereby is, granted to the State of Alabama, to be ap¬ 

plied by the “ Tennessee and Coosa Railroad Company,” or by said State, 
or by any person or persons by the General Assembly of said Sjate, from 
time to time appointed, the right of way through such portions of the pub¬ 
lic lands as may remain unsold and undisposed of, and within that State, 
from a point on the Tennessee river at or near “Gunter’s Landing,” (so 
called,) to the Coosa river, at or near the mouth of Will’s creek, and by 
such route as the General Assembly may direct between those two terminii, 
for the purposes of a railroad proposed to be constructed under the au¬ 
thority/)!' said State : Provided, That'said right of way shall not exceed one 
hundred feet in width ; and that the route of said road shall be designated 
and marked on the ground, by plain landmarks, within the period of 
eighteen months from the passing of this act; and a true copy of the notes 
of survey and plat thereof, with a proper description of the landmarks, be 
transmitted to the General Land Otfrce at the city of Washington, within 
sixty days after said survey shall have been completed as aforesaid. 

' Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That so long as the public lands in the 
vicinity of said road shall remain unsold, and otherwise undisposed of, the 
said State shall have power to take therefrom such materials, of earth, 
stone, and wood, as may be necessary for the constr uction of said road, 
doing therein no unnecessary and rro unreasonable waste. 

Sue. 3. Be it further enacted, That there be, and hereby is, granted to 
the State of Alabama, for the purpose of aiding the said State, the said 
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“ Tennessee and Coosa Railroad Company,” or any other person or 
persons thereto appointed and authorized by said State, in completing said 
railroad between the two terminii hereinbefore mentioned, a quantity of 
land equal to one-half of five sections in width, on each side of said i ail- 
road, between the said two points, to be selected by an agent or*agents to 
be appointed by the Governor of said State, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, reserving each alternate section of the land 
unsold to the United States and the land so reserved to the United States 
shall not be sold for less than two dollars and fifty cents per acre And 
as some of the sections and parts of sections within the limits aforesaid 
have been heretofore sold, or otherwise encumbered, so that they can¬ 
not be so applied, it is further enacted, that a quantity of land equal to 
that so sold, or otherwise disposed of or encumbered, shall be selected 
by said agent, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
from the public lands near the site of said railroad, on'either side there¬ 
of. The said land hereby granted to the State of Alabama to be subject 
to the disposal of the General Assembly thereof, for the uses and pur¬ 
poses aforesaid, and no other: Provided, That the said railroad shall be and 
remain a public highway, for the use of the Government of the United 
States, free from toll and other charge upon any cars or carriages the said 
Government may place thereon, and upon any property or troops of the 
United States said Government may place therein: And provided, also, 
That the said railroad shall be completed within twenty years, or else 
that the said State of Alabama shall be bound to pay to the United States 
the amount of any of said granted lands previously sold by said State, the 
titles of purchasers under said State remaining valid. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, before it shall be competent 
for the General Assembly of Alabama to dispose of any of the lands in this 
act mentioned and granted, a chart or charts, showing the courses and dis¬ 
tances and points of termination of said railroads shall be reported, or 
caused to be reported, by the Governor of said State, or by some person 
or- persons by him appointed, to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office : Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be in any wise so 
construed as to grant or in any wise encumber any lands which (whether on 
the line of said railroad, or within the strip of country hereinbefore men¬ 
tioned on either side thereof) shall have been bylaw reserved for schools, 
or which may have been legally selected and located as school lands in 
virtue of any act of Congress, as a substitute for section number 16. 

Joint memorial to the Congress of the United States, asking a right of 
way over and certain sections of the public lands, for the Tennessee and 
Coosa Railroad Company. 

Your memorialists would respectfully represent, that a moiety of the two 
per cent, fund relinquished by Congress to the State of Alabama has been 
offered by this Legislature as a loan to a company for the construction of 
a railroad to connect the waters of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers. They 
believe this road will greatly facilitate and promote intercourse between 
the northern and southern sections of our State, as contemplated by 
Congress in relinquishing said fund ; and, furthermore, will consummate the 
connexion of the Atlantic seaboard with the Mississippi river, by means of 
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steam dfriveyance. They regard this work as of great importance, in a 
social, commercial, and national point of view, and deserving such aid as 
is competent and proper for Congress to furnish. 

Your memorialists would further represent, that said sum is insufficient 
to build said road, but that individuals of large capital and liberal public 
spirit have offered to "co-operate with the State in achieving said improve¬ 
ment. 

Your memorialists would further represent, that the contemplated road 
will pass through a portion of the State containing a large body of public 
lands, that have been long in the market, but, owing to their sterility, will 
not sell for the minimum price of the General Government. 

In consideration of the importance of this work, the generous and en¬ 
lightened enterprise of those private citizens who are willing to invest 
their money for its accomplishment, and the unsaleable character of those 
public lands, your memorialists ask Congress to pass a law granting a free 
right of way over said public lands, and alternate sections of the same, on 
the line of said road, for the use and benefit of the Tennessee and Coosa 
Railroad Company. This land, although valueless for other purposes, will 
afford a good supply of timber and other materials for the construction 
of said railroad. 

General Land Office, 

February 18, 1845. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica¬ 

tion of 17th instant, enclosing a memorial from the State of Alabama, u ask¬ 
ing a right of way over and certain sections of the public lands, for the 
Tennessee and Coosa Railroad Company.” 

The route of the road is not designated in the memorial. The only 
information on this point is obtained from the act of the Legislature of 
Alabama incorporating the railroad company, (approved January 16, 1844,) 
from which the following is an extract: 

“ Section 3. That the said railroad shall extend from some point at or 
near Gqnter’s Landing, upon the Tennessee river, to the most eligible 
point on the Coosa river, between the base of the Lookout mountain and 
the Ten Island shoals ; and shall be located with a view to! he extension, 
at some future day, to some point on the Alabama river.” 

The tenninii of the road are here declared. No intermediate points 
being given, this office has assumed what appeared to be the most direct 
and probable route, which is exhibited upon the accompanying diagram. 
The diagram also shows through what land districts the route will pass. 

The assumed route occupies fifty-two sections, covering about 33,280 
acres in which sections there have been sold an aggregate amount of 
5,863 acres. 

The particular sections occupied, and the amount of sales in each, are 
exhibited in statement A, herewith submitted. 

The memorial is returned. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS H, BLAKE, 
Commissioner. 

Hon. William Woodbridge, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate U. S. 
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